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Mon 31	 BANK HOLIDAY
Tue 1	 INSET
Wed 2	 INSET
Thu 3	 Year 7 Only
Fri 4	 Whole School Returns

	
There is no PE newsletter this week.

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As is often the case at Marling, the final days of the academic year have been 
packed with activity right up to the finish. 
 
This week, Year 9 students enjoyed a Geography field trip to Brean and Weston-
super-Mare, exploring coastal processes and landforms in glorious weather. 
Students also took part in an overnight London Theatre Trip, experiencing some of 
the capital’s cultural highlights, while our annual reward trip saw 30 students from 
each year group enjoy a day at Drayton Manor. 
 
Year 12 students have been completing their work experience placements, gaining 
valuable insight into the world of work, and our end-of-year assemblies provided 
an opportunity for students to reflect on their achievements and experiences over 
the past year. 
 
Yesterday evening, staff gathered to say farewell to colleagues who are leaving 
Marling. In particular, we wish to thank Mrs McDonald, Mr Nicholson and Mr 
Gann, whose combined service to the school totals an incredible 85 years. We 
are enormously grateful for their dedication and contribution to the Marling 
community. You can read more about their stories in the Stroud Times article 
linked here. 
 
We wish all our students, parents and carers a wonderful summer break and look 
forward to welcoming everyone back in September.

Key Dates for the first week of term

https://stroudtimes.com/school-community-bids-farewell-to-staff-with-a-combined-85-years-of-service/


Equipment List
Updated equipment list for September 2026. Please note purple pens have been added, which students will use 
for corrections and improving their work. These are available to buy online and from shops such as TJ Jones and 
most stationers. Thank you for your support in ensuring your children are ready to learn.

London Theatre Trip
Thie week, Year 12 Drama and English students enjoyed a memorable two-day trip 
to London. Highlights included a tour of Shakespeare’s Globe, Borough Market, a 
Thames River Cruise, the London Eye and an evening performance of Beetlejuice 
in the West End. On the second day, students visited the British Library, explored 
Bloomsbury on a literary walking tour and browsed Booksellers’ Row and 
Hatchards, London’s oldest bookshop, before enjoying a performance of The 
Mousetrap. The trip provided a fantastic opportunity to experience London’s rich 
literary and theatrical culture.

Last week, we were delighted to host our latest Marling Laureates 
Lunch, celebrating students who have demonstrated exceptional 
commitment to their reading journey across the entire year. The 
event recognised those who have consistently engaged with reading, 
produced thoughtful reflections and shown a genuine enthusiasm for 
literature.
Students enjoyed a lunch while spending time with fellow readers in a 
relaxed and friendly setting. Conversation quickly turned to all things 
books, with students sharing recommendations, discussing favourite 
authors and characters, and debating the merits of different genres. 
It was fantastic to see such passion for reading and thoughtful literary 
discussion beyond the classroom.
As a fitting reward for their efforts, every Laureate left with a brand-new book to add to their personal collection, ensuring that their reading journey 
continues over the coming weeks.
The lunch was a wonderful celebration of Marling’s reading culture and reflects our renewed ambition to make reading, writing and oracy increasingly 
habitual, visible and aspirational across the school, helping every student develop into a confident communicator through a shared love of literature, 
discussion and learning.
Mr Towler would be delighted to hear students’ thoughts on their new books, whether they are enjoying them, and if they would recommend them to others. 
Congratulations to all the students who took part.

Marling Laureates Lunch

Reminder from Science Department for Existing Year 9 Students
The work completed this year during their Year 9 science lessons forms the foundational units of GCSE science. 
Learning during Year 10 will lead on from what has been done in Year 9. Content will be assessed and students will 
need their Year 9 work with them.
Therefore, the exercise books started in Year 9 will be the ones we work in from the start of Year 10.
Students must bring their Year 9  Biology, Chemistry and Physics exercise books to their lessons in Year 10.
Thank you for your cooperation - The Science Department.

Easy4U Device Orders
If your child needs a new device for September, details were sent to parents on Friday 26 June. The ordering 
deadline is 31 July, devices will be delivered to school w/c 14 September.

Well Done from the Modern Foreign Languages and Classics Department
Well done to Ben and Nachiket in Year 8 for their entries in the British German Association Schools Award Competition.

Year 10 German Exchange Trip to Munich - Celebrating 40 Years

This year, our Year 10 Germanists took part in our annual exchange trip to Munich, 
which marked the 40th anniversary of this longstanding partnership.
Students enjoyed a fantastic week immersed in German culture, putting their language 
skills into practice in authentic, everyday situations. They sampled traditional German 
food, made new friends, and gained valuable insight into life in Germany. During 
the visit, students spent time attending lessons in their partner school, explored the 
beautiful Königssee, and visited the oldest active salt mine in Germany. They also 
discovered Munich through guided city tours led by their exchange partners, giving 
them the opportunity to experience parts of the city that visitors might not usually 
see. The trip was a wonderful success, providing students with unforgettable cultural 
experiences, increased confidence in their German, and memories that will last a 
lifetime.



Marling Fantasy Premier League
A massive congratulations to our Marling Fantasy Premier League prize 
winners of the 25/26 season:Isaac (Year 8), Leo (Year 8), Harshit (Year 7) 
and Will (Year 10). The season was very closely contested throughout and 
went down to the last day but in the end Mr Jordan backed up all the talk 
and came out on top of the league! Thank you to all the students and 
teachers who participated and all the best for the next season. Look out 
for info on the new 26/27 season in September.

The Marling Staff Cricket Team enjoyed a short but highly successful season this summer, finishing with two wins from two matches.
Last week, the staff took on a mixed Year 10 and Year 12 student side in the annual Staff v Students fixture. Year 10 student Patrick endured a brief stay at 
the crease, lasting just three deliveries before the notoriously unpredictable Marling wicket claimed its first victim. Mr Edmondson’s probing line and length 
found an edge, and Mr Koller did the rest behind the stumps. Excellent bowling from Mr Price helped keep the pressure on, restricting the students to 83 
from their 20 overs. In reply, strong batting from Mr Nicholson, Mr Lakin and Mr Smith saw the staff chase down the target comfortably in just 12 overs, 
ensuring that bragging rights remained firmly in the staffroom for another year. 
This week, Marling travelled to Malmesbury to face The Whole Hog. Batting first, the staff posted their highest total of the season, reaching 179 runs thanks 
to valuable contributions from Mr Nicholson, Mr Rawson and Mr Devitt. The hosts looked well placed during the chase, but the game swung back in Marling’s 
favour when a spectacular one-handed diving catch from Mr Nicholson near the boundary gave Mr Elson his first-ever wicket for the staff team. Tight bowling 
in the closing overs ensured The Whole Hog finished on 163, giving Marling a 16-run victory.
With an unbeaten record, the staff team can look back on a successful season and look forward to more cricket next year.
The Marling Staff Cricket Team is keen to expand its fixture list for next season. If you are involved with a cricket team that may be interested in taking us on, 
please contact our fixture secretary, Mr Edmondson.

Marling Staff Cricket Team

Marling Music Achievements
Congratulations to our talented musicians on their recent exam successes. Ashvath (Year 8) passed Flute Grade 1, Spencer 
(Year 8) achieved a Distinction in Drums Grade 2, and Finn (Year 9) was awarded a Merit in Piano Grade 4. Well done to all 
three students on these fantastic achievements!

Music for Youth Regionals
Several Marling students performed at the MFY Regionals 
in Birmingham on Saturday 11 July with Gloucestershire 
Music - Gloucestershire Youth Orchestra and Gloucestershire 
Youth String Orchestra. Milen in Year 7 performed Western 
Wind, which is one of the bands of Little Stoke Music Centre, 
Bristol. Well done to all involved.

Free Summer SEND Holiday Activities
Art Shape is offering a range of free SEND-friendly activities (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities) for young people aged 8–16 this summer as part 
of the Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) programme. Activities include animation, arts and crafts, clay modelling, drama, dance, singing and performance 
workshops across Brockworth, Cheltenham and Gloucester. 
 
Spaces are still available and families can book through the Gloucestershire HAF website after creating an account and completing a child profile. 
 
For details of all activities and to book, visit the Gloucestershire SEND HAF Events page. Families can also find further HAF opportunities across the county 
through the main HAF programme website.

For questions about the activities, please contact harriet@artshape.co.uk. For support with bookings, contact HAFParentEnquiries@gloucestershire.gov.uk.

Jacob in Year 10 has been awarded a Marlingtonian Award in Design 
Technology for his outstanding work completing a mock-NEA project based 
on the theme of “Play”. Jacob showed great perseverance and passion for 
learning, spending many hours of his own time working on his project, The 
outcome is amazing and highlights Jacob’s commitment and enthusiasm 
for the subject - well done Jacob!

Design Technology Marlingtonian

Sophia Reaches National Economics Olympiad Final
Congratulations to Sophia in Year 12, who reached the national final of the Economics Olympiad, placing in the top 3% of 
participants worldwide. She was one of only three girls from the South West to qualify and one of just 15 girls from state 
schools. The final, held at SOAS University, included talks from leading economists and provided a fascinating insight into 
the subject. Reflecting on the experience, Sophia said: “The experience reinforced my enthusiasm to continue studying 
economics both inside and outside of the curriculum, as well as driving my ambition and curiosity to explore the subject 
from a range of perspectives.” A fantastic achievement.
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